SAY WHAT!
[ANGUAGE OF ANCTENT GREECE



ANCIENT GREEK ALPHABET

-Ancient Greeks developed an alphabet for wrifing

- Their language was one thing that fied the
Greeks fogethner

-The Greek alphabet is stil used foday

—
)

It i used In America

~Greek frafernties and sorortties

-Mathn



ANCIENT GREEK ALPHABET HISTORY

-The Greeks learned about writing and the alphabet from the Flnoenicians
-They based fheir alphobet on this, but odded a few new lefters
~The Greek alphabet was the first 1o use vowels

A a alpha I  iota P p rho

B p beta K « kappa 2 o sigma
'y gamma A A lambda Tt tau

E & epsilon Muwum Y v upsilon
A S delta N v nu ® ¢ phi

Z T zeta EE X X v chi
Hmn eta () o omicron Wy psi

© 0 theta II = pi £2 o omega




alpna (al-faln)
b@’ra (bay-tah)
gomma (gam-ah)
defta (del—’m)
gpsion (ep-si-lon)
zeta (zay-toh)
et (ay-foh)
fheta y’rlna ~fahn)
ofa Ceye- o—’raln)
kappo (oa ~oh)
lamda (Iavwlo daln)
mu (mew)

nu (new)

xi (zai)

ANCIENT GREEK ALPHABET

-The Greek alpnabet was 24 letters

How do we say e letters?

omicron (om-e~cron)
ol (pie)

rho (roe)

sigma. (sig-maln)

fou: Ctow)

upsion (oop-si-lon)
ohi (fie)

chi (kie)

psi (sigh)

omeqga (o-may-goh)




GREEK NUMBERS

-Gireek lefters were also used as helr numbers
-The first nine lefters (alpha fo theta) were used for e numbers -9
~The next nine lefters (iota to koppa) were used to count by 10's to 40

-Finaly the next nine lefters (rno fo sampl) were used for 100 - 400



ANCIENT GREEK NUMBERS

-Algha = |

Beto = 1

-Goamma = %

-The Ancient Greeks also added tree extra leffers for numbers

-Diagamma for b, oppa for A0 and sampi for 400



ANCIENT GREEK NUMBERS

1 | a | alpha 10 | ¢ | 10ta 100 | » | tho

2| 3 | beta 20 | 5 | kappa 200 | ¢ | sigma
3|~ | gamma | 30 | A | lambda | 300 | 7 | tau

4 | & | delta 40 | 1 | mu 400 | v | upsilon
5 1€ |epsidon | 50 | v | m 500 | ¢ | plu

6 |C | vau* 60 | £ | x 600 | x | cli

7| C | zeta 70 | o | omucron | 700 | 1 | psi

8 | n | eta 80 | m | 800 | w | omega
0 | @ | theta 90 | S | koppa® | 900 |, | sampi

*vwau, koppa, and sampi are obsolete characters




GREEK LETTER USED TODAY

Greek Lefters in Science and Math

A lot of Greek leffers are used in science and math. They are usualy used for
constants, variables, and functions. Some examples include:

o A Delfa - a dfference or change in quantty

o 1 P - 1fhe constant 21464 used in calculating the circumference and volume of a
clrcle

o )\ Lambda - represents the wavelengtih of light In physics

o 0 Thetn - Is often used fo represent an ongle

e X Sigma - is used 10 represent a summation of a number of ftems



http://www.ducksters.com/kidsmath/circle.php
http://www.ducksters.com/kidsmath/circle.php
http://www.ducksters.com/kidsmath/angles_glossary.php

GREEK LETTERS USED TODAY
Colege Campus

-social groups

—froternties and sororties

Alls A




INTERESTING FACTS

o e word "alphabet” comes from fhe first two leffers of the
Greek alpnabet “alpha” and “peta”

o The original Greek aphabet ddn't have upper case and lower
case lefters. These were developed lofer

o Many Greek letfers are used in e Infernational Phonetic
Alphabet



INTERESTING FACTS

o foday Greek is the official language of the country of
Greece and one of fhe official languages of Cyprus.

o It is estimated that around 30% of Englich words are derived
from some sort of classical Greek word


http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/greece.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/greece.php

INTERESTING FACTS

o The Greek dphabet gave rise 1o otiner alphabets including
Latin, Gothic, and Cyrillc.

o Many Greek letfers are fhe some as Lafin leffers, but
some of hem sound different



Eidor padnon yio
v opyoio EAAGOO .



